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Essential reading on Pope Francis’s
convictions about economics and social justice
Top Vatican affairs journalists “set the table” for Pope’s US visit
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA (August 2015)—With their new book This Economy Kills: Pope Francis on
Capitalism and Social Justice, two of the most respected Vatican affairs journalists in the business offer
what their colleague John Allen, Jr., says “sets the table better than almost anything else for his trip to the
United States.”
This Pope’s thinking on social justice and capitalism has been the target of sharp criticism by some
Catholic conservatives, and most of it has come from the United States. Andrea Tornielli and Giacomo
Galeazzi uncover the background and the reasons for this response, not hesitating to “name names” of
the Pope’s harshest American critics. They consider the ways the Pope’s teaching relates to other topics
like war, the environment, and family life, and its connections to the teaching of his predecessors.
Perhaps even more importantly, this fascinating book includes the full text of an extended interview
the authors conducted with Francis on the topic of capitalism and social justice, appearing here
in English for the first time. Robert Mickens, editor of Global Pulse magazine says “The real value of
this book is that Tornielli and Galeazzi bring us into an almost personal dialogue with Pope Francis and
help us see how his authentic concern for all people, especially those who are poor and forgotten, is at
the heart of his ministry.”
Publication of this important book comes just as the Pope prepares to visit the United States for the first
time, with a trip that will include an address to a joint session of Congress and a meeting with President
Obama at the White House. The Pope’s convictions about the economy and social justice are sure to play
a prominent place in these historic events, and Tornielli and Galeazzi’s This Economy Kills provides the
perfect background to help those without theology or economics degrees understand what he’s thinking
and why.
This Economy Kills is available directly from Liturgical Press. Visit litpress.org or call 1-800-858-5450.
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