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Foreword

The mission the church faces today is widely iden-
tified as the New Evangelization. Cardinal Luis 

Antonio Tagle nicely sums it up as telling the story of 
Jesus. Saint John Paul II began, many decades ago, to 
call us to a new period of evangelization. He described 
it as the announcement of the Good News about Jesus 
that is “new in ardor, method and expression” (Ad-
dress to CELAM, March 9, 1983). His successor, Pope 
Benedict XVI, affirmed that the discernment of “the 
new demands of evangelization” is a “prophetic” task 
of the Supreme Pontiff (Caritas in Veritate 12). He 
highlighted that “the entire activity of the church is an 
expression of love” that seeks to evangelize the world 
(Deus Caritas Est 19).

We see as a hallmark in the papacy of Pope Francis 
the emphasis that the church “go out” into the world. 
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When we listen to the pope’s talks or read his homi-
lies, we keep hearing over and over words like “go,” 
“invite,” “welcome,” “embrace,” “be there for and with 
others.” We are all brothers and sisters of the same lov-
ing Father, he emphasizes, and therefore we are called 
to care for one another, especially the least among 
us—those with the most needs.

What Pope Francis invites us to do is focus our at-
tention on the overwhelming blessing that is the love 
of God in our lives and in our world. When asked to 
describe himself, he humbly said he was a sinner. So 
we all are. But he reminded us that we have all been 
embraced by the love of God.

The invitation of Pope Francis to a fresh way of 
living the Gospel in our world—which is so desperate 
for forgiveness, compassion, kindness, and love—is a 
bright ray of hope as we move forward in the third 
millennium.

The context of this new emphasis was discussed at 
the time of the Synod on the New Evangelization and 
reflected in both the exhortation of Pope Francis and 
the interventions made during the 2014 Synod on 
the Pastoral Challenges of the Family in the Context 
of Evangelization. Secularism best describes the new 
dominant vision that influences so much of our world.
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The Christian way of life and the Gospel vision of 
right and wrong, virtue, and God’s love all seem to 
be eclipsed by a strong secular voice that comes even 
from some within the church that find the church’s 
perennial teaching somehow distasteful. So pervasive 
is this “other message” that today many never even get 
to hear the truth, richness, and joy of the authentic 
Gospel of Christ.

The New Evangelization recognizes that in coun-
tries where the Gospel has already been preached there 
is an “eclipse of the sense of God” (Evangelium Vitae 
21). What brings a new urgency to our mission is the 
acknowledgment of just how widespread and pro-
found is the new secularism.

It is against this background—a diminished appre-
ciation of the faith—that Pope Francis called all of us 
to a process of outreach centered on the 2014 synod 
of bishops and the forthcoming 2015 Synod on the 
Vocation and Mission of the Family in the Church 
and the Modern World.

Cardinal Tagle, who serves on the council for the 
synod, offers a refreshing focus on the New Evan-
gelization with three presentations on the Word of 
God, the Eucharist, and the mission of the church. 
He, with his well-recognized ability as a true master 
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catechist, reflects on the core of the kerygma and how 
we share it.

The Gospel offers us a whole way of seeing life and 
the world around us. We recognize that we cannot 
impose this Good News of the gratuitous love of God, 
but at the same time do need to recognize that we are 
called to share this message, to bring it to others, to 
let them know of the beauty of life in Christ.

We bring a fuller vision—offering another dimen-
sion to life. In the Sermon on the Mount presented 
in Matthew’s gospel, we hear of a new way of life and 
how it involves the merciful, those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, those who mourn, the peace-
makers, the poor in spirit. Here we learn of the call 
to be salt of the earth and a light set on a lamp stand.

Later in that same gospel, we hear the extraordi-
nary dictum that we should see in one another the 
very presence of Christ. Jesus’ disciples are challenged 
to envision a world where not only the hungry are fed, 
the thirsty are given drink, the stranger is welcomed, 
and the naked are clothed, but also most amazingly 
sins are forgiven and eternal life is pledged.

Jesus invites us into God’s family. Jesus is the “only 
Son of God” (John 3:18). We receive our status by 
adoption. “As proof that you are children, God sent 
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the spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying out, ‘Abba, 
Father!’ So you are no longer a slave but a child, and 
if a child then also an heir, through God” (Gal 4:6-7).

Christian life is defined by an encounter with Jesus. 
Our proclamation is focused on Jesus, his Gospel and 
his way. When Jesus first came among us, he offered 
a whole new way of living. The excitement spread 
as God’s Son, who is also one of us, announced the 
coming of the kingdom. The invitation to discipleship 
and a place in the kingdom that he held out to those 
who heard him, he continues to offer today. This has 
been true for twenty centuries.

Already in just one generation after the resurrec-
tion of Jesus, St. Paul could write to the Corinthians 
that he was passing on to them “what I also received: 
that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
scriptures; that he was buried; that he was raised on 
the third day in accordance with the scriptures” (1 Cor 
15:3-4). Paul is calling the attention of the church to 
the living tradition passed on from those who saw 
the risen Lord. He is speaking of an established, ver-
ifiable tradition within the lifetime of people who 
could vouch for what they had seen and what they had 
preached. We are dealing with a real person, and there 
is continuity between the person who was taken down 



12  Telling the Story of Jesus

from the cross, wrapped in the shroud, and placed in 
the tomb and the one who is now risen from the dead 
and who appeared to numerous people.

For his readers, Cardinal Tagle highlights the pri-
mordial significance of the Word of God. His first 
chapter is titled “Communion in the Word through 
Mary.” Together with the second section, “The Eucha-
rist, the Life of Christ in Our Lives,” he engages the 
issue of how and where we encounter Jesus—if we are 
to be his followers, his missionary disciples.

Following his reflections on the importance of the 
Word of God and the central role of the Eucharist, 
Cardinal Tagle challenges his readers to the mission 
of “Telling the Story of Jesus.” The disciple—in the 
words of Pope Francis—must be a missionary disciple.

In response to the question, How do we come 
to know and encounter Jesus today? we look to the 
church. The answer is found in the only living wit-
ness to the Lord Jesus, the only witness who can say, 
I was there when Jesus died, when he rose, when he 
ascended into heaven, and when he sent the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. That one remaining living witness is 
Christ’s body, his church. It is in living continuity with 
that church that you and I find our connectedness to 
the gospels and to Christ himself.
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Pope Francis begins his apostolic exhortation, 
Evangelii Gaudium, with the reminder that “the joy 
of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who en-
counter Jesus.  .  .  . With Christ joy is constantly born 
again” (1). Our message should be one that inspires 
others to joyfully follow us along the path to the king-
dom of God. Joy must characterize the evangelizer. 
Ours is a message of great rejoicing; Christ is risen, 
Christ is with us. Whatever our circumstances, our 
witness should radiate with the fruits of the Holy 
Spirit including love, peace, and joy (cf. Gal 5:22). 

This is a time of new Pentecost for the church. Our 
goal is to participate in that Pentecostal outpouring of 
God’s grace and love by providing people with an under-
standing of the faith so that they are well equipped to 
live out their lives as witnesses to Christ and the Gospel.

Cardinal Tagle’s reflections, presented by Litur-
gical Press under the title of Telling the Story of Jesus, 
are a joyful invitation to do just that—renewed with 
a deeper appreciation of the importance of the Word 
of God, the Eucharist, the church, and our part, now, 
as bearers of the Good News.

Cardinal Donald Wuerl
Archbishop of Washington
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Communion in the Word 
through Mary

The 50th International Eucharistic Congress has 
been providing us with a wealth of reflection on 

“The Eucharist: Communion with Christ and with 
One Another.” Having explored communion in bap-
tism, in marriage and family, in the priestly ministry, 
in reconciliation, and in suffering and healing, we 
now turn to communion in the Word through Mary. 
Allow me to develop this fascinating theme in two 
parts. In the first section I will dwell on communion 
in the Word of God, and in the second I will meditate 
on Mary’s experience of communion in the Word as 
a model for the church.

Communion in the Word of God

How will we approach this topic? It might help to turn 
to ordinary human experience. One common way of 
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establishing a connection with another human being is 
through conversation or dialogue. This occurs so often 
that we seldom notice its significance. Take a person 
who sees a good movie and excitedly shares it with a 
friend, who in turn goes to the cinema to watch it due 
to the friend’s satisfying experience. Then they spend 
hours talking about the film, digressing many times 
to the stories of their lives. Or take another person 
whose marriage is falling apart and calls up a friend, 
who becomes equally distressed after listening intently. 
Then they spend hours talking about the sorrows of life, 
finding hope in each other’s presence. We now see that 
human communion ordinarily happens when someone 
begins to tell a story to another person who listens, 
enters the experience, and makes it one’s own. In the 
exchange that follows, their roles shift and alternate: 
the one who narrates also listens, the one who listens 
spontaneously narrates. Two persons and their unique 
worlds meet in a unity that goes beyond them.

This simple process called communion in the 
word is at the heart of the mystery and mission of 
the church. Saint John vividly portrays it in his first 
letter (1:1-4):
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What was from the beginning,
what we have heard, 
what we have seen with our eyes, 
what we looked upon
and touched with our hands
concerns the Word of life—

for the life was made visible;
we have seen it and testify to it
and proclaim to you the eternal life
that was with the Father and was made visible to
  us—

what we have seen and heard
we proclaim now to you,
so that you too may have [communion] with us;
for our [communion] is with the Father
and with his Son, Jesus Christ.

We are writing this so that our joy may be complete.

Human communion. What St. John is describing 
is similar to the ordinary experiences of communion 
between two or more human beings we mentioned 
earlier. But St. John’s account involves a special person, 
called an apostle, who proclaims a special word to a 
listener. Their conversation blossoms into communion 
with each other, which in reality is their communion 
with the Father and with Jesus Christ, the Word made 
visible in the flesh. What a great mystery unfolding 
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in a quite ordinary human experience! Let us delve 
deeper into this beautiful text.

What word does the apostle share with his listener? 
It is the Word of Life, present with the Father and made 
visible. The word that the apostle proclaims is Jesus 
Christ, the Word made flesh. Simply put, the apostle’s 
word is Jesus Christ. We can see it plainly in the New 
Testament. After Pentecost, Peter proclaimed to his 
hearers the person of Jesus the Nazorean sent by God, 
crucified, but whom God raised from the dead, mak-
ing him Lord and Messiah (Acts 2:22-24, 36). Peter 
declared that salvation comes to us in the name of 
Jesus (Acts 4:12). But let us not forget that Peter was 
able to proclaim Jesus because he had heard, seen, and 
touched Jesus.

Another great apostle, Paul, tirelessly spoke of 
nothing but Jesus Christ. Not being a member of the 
Twelve, he nevertheless was graced by a special revela-
tion from the risen Lord that changed his life radically 
(Acts 9:1-19). But he received his knowledge about 
the earthly life and ministry of Jesus from others who 
had spoken to him about Jesus. In 1 Corinthians, he 
said, “For I handed on to you as of first importance 
what I also received” (15:3). His encounter with the 
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living Lord and the story of Jesus transmitted to him 
have equipped him to proclaim him as the Messiah 
and Lord.

In a nutshell, the apostle proclaims the person of 
Jesus Christ, the story of his ministry, preaching, and 
healing centered on the reign of God. He narrates 
how people rejected and crucified him and how God 
raised him from death. At his resurrection, Jesus was 
revealed as the Anointed One of God, indeed, the 
divine Son of God who exercises full dominion over 
the world and its future. Whether it is Peter, Paul, 
Stephen, Philip, or Mary of Magdala, the joyful story 
told is that of Jesus Christ and the destiny of the world 
in him who is divine Savior and Messiah.

We must note that the apostle renders an objective 
account concerning Jesus. But he can hand on facts 
about Jesus because he has experienced him personally. 
He has heard, seen, looked upon, and touched Jesus. 
Thus an apostle’s familiarity with Jesus enables him to 
be the source of a historical proclamation about him. 
Here the objective and the subjective, the factual and 
the personal, meet. Those who have listened to Jesus 
can tell this story to others in a credible way. Then 
their listeners accept Jesus into their dreams, joys, 
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pains, hopes, frustrations, questions, and wisdoms. 
They bring all these that comprise their worlds as they 
listen toward communion.

You might say, “Well and good for the original 
companions of Jesus. They saw him firsthand. But 
how can we who are separated from Jesus by centuries 
talk meaningfully about him?” Let us not forget that 
Jesus is alive. He is truly raised from the dead! He is 
with us now. He rules the world. He continues to 
visit the homes of many Marthas and Marys of our 
time to enjoy a restful meal. He continues to weep 
at our tombs the way he did at the tomb of Lazarus 
his friend. He continues to quietly call on the Zac-
chaeuses of our age to pay back what they have stolen. 
He continues to have compassion for widows who 
carry their children to the grave. He continues to see 
the hungry crowds and asks us to feed them with our 
five loaves and two fish. He continues to welcome the 
weary and heavy-burdened to find rest in him. He 
continues to cry out to God with the suffering victims, 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” My 
brothers and sisters, please do not say we have not 
seen, heard, looked upon, and touched Jesus. Yes, we 
have. If only we could listen to him more attentively, 
we will have stories of Jesus to tell.
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Communion with Christ and the Father. Saint John 
claims that the human communion between the mes-
senger and listener centered on the Word of life is 
not merely a human transaction. It is at the same 
time their communion with Jesus Christ and with 
the Father. In other words, this quite ordinary human 
togetherness has a transcendent dimension.

We already said that the word proclaimed by the 
apostle is not only a historical fact that could be veri-
fied by scientific methods but also an experience of the 
mystery of the Word of God made flesh, who now lives 
eternally with the Father. Where two or three are in 
communion with each other on account of Jesus, he is 
in their midst. This is not just a sociological fact. We 
believe that this communion with Christ is the action of 
the Holy Spirit, who teaches and reminds us of all that 
Jesus taught (John 14:26). The same Holy Spirit enables 
us to confess, “Jesus is Lord” (1 Cor 12:3). The Spirit 
“assimilates” us with Jesus Christ so that as children 
in the Son we can also cry out, “Abba, Father!” (Rom 
8:14-15). Now it is clear that communion with Jesus 
in the Holy Spirit brings about communion with the 
Father. Jesus reveals the Father to us so that whoever sees 
him sees the Father also (John 8:9). As the Way (John 
14:6), Jesus gives us access to the Father (Eph 2:18) and 
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to the Father’s house, where he prepares a place for us 
(John 14:2-3).

What a marvelous communion in the Word that 
gives us weak and sinful human beings a participation 
in the eternal communion of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit! This is the mystery of the church celebrated in 
the Eucharist, where the Word proclaimed and re-
ceived is the same Word become flesh eaten as the 
Bread of Life. Communion in the Word, experienced 
at every Eucharist, is one contribution of the church 
to the building up of a world of unity and peace.

We see in our time so much exchange of words 
happening at high speed and across international 
boundaries. But unfortunately the world is as divided 
as ever. Why is communion not achieved in spite of 
the exchange of words? Because Jesus is not the word 
they share and receive. When financial wizards talk 
about ways of manipulating the economy for their own 
profit, you do not call that communion; that is cor-
ruption! When politicians talk to people about grand 
promises without intending to fulfill them, you do 
not call that communion; that is cheating! When the 
powerful “negotiate” among themselves while neglect-
ing the weak, you do not call that communion; that is 
oppression! When so-called enterprising persons deal 
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with each other on how women and children could 
be profitable merchandise, you do not call that com-
munion; that is slavery! When communion consists in 
Jesus, who is the Word of life, then the common good 
becomes central. And that is pleasing to God’s eyes.

To close this section, let me tell you a story. On my 
way back to the Philippines from one of my trips to 
Rome, I had a layover of more than three hours in an 
airport. To while away the time, I went around looking 
for a coffee bar. I found one, placed my order, and paid. 
This is a normal human transaction, so I thought. The 
man who handed me the coffee and the receipt asked, 
“Are you a priest?” A bit surprised, I said, “Yes.” Then 
the next question, “Are you a Filipino?” Now truly 
amused, I smiled and said, “Yes.” He turned to one 
corner of the store and, while waving to some people 
hidden from my sight, said, “He is the one! Come!” A 
group of Filipinos working in that airport came rush-
ing to me. They said that they followed on YouTube 
or Facebook my weekly reflections on the readings for 
Sunday Mass shown on television, titled The Word Ex-
posed. Due to their irregular work schedules, they could 
not always be present at Mass. Through the Word they 
experience some form of communion with Jesus, they 
said. One woman commented, “Through your stories, 
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we feel united with our families back home. How we 
miss them!” Communion in the Word can happen 
online and in unexpected places. We shared our stories 
until my coffee turned cold.

Communion in the Word through Mary

The Blessed Virgin Mary experienced communion in 
the Word in an utterly unique way. As a listener to and 
the bearer of the Word made flesh, she is the model 
and teacher for the church. Let us contemplate her 
immaculate heart, where she guarded and pondered 
the mystery of the Word.

In her journey of faith, Mary initially received 
proclamations about Jesus, the Word of God who will 
become her son in the flesh. God sent messengers or 
“apostles” to her. From them she heard about her Son.

1. In the annunciation (Luke 1:26-38), the angel 
Gabriel sent by God proclaims a word to Mary. The 
very greeting “Hail!” signals that a special moment 
is about to happen to Mary and her people Israel 
that awaits the promised Messiah. Gabriel tells Mary 
that she will bear a son. But who is this child? In the 
words of the angel, Mary learns that her son will be 
great, for he is the Son of the Most High, the Son of 
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David who will rule forever. This child will be holy, 
the Son of God. She who is a virgin will conceive by 
the overshadowing of the Holy Spirit. His name shall 
be Jesus, for God saves.

The angel proclaims to Mary a word about the Son 
of God. She listens intelligently, accepts in faith, and 
utters her word, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the 
Lord. May it be done to me according to your word”! 
This is a singular moment of communion between 
God and Mary. By calling herself the handmaid of 
the Lord, she does not debase herself but accepts the 
grace of being part of God’s saving action. She speaks 
in union with her people Israel in welcoming the Mes-
siah that they have been pining for. Mary becomes 
daughter Zion, the ark of the new covenant, by her 
communion with God in the Word.

By being in communion with the Word, the 
church, like Mary, will actively promote God’s sav-
ing plan in the world—not advancing its own projects 
but the will of God.

2. Let us now follow Mary as she visits her kins-
woman Elizabeth, who is known to be barren but is 
now with child (Luke 1:39-56). Filled with the Holy 
Spirit, Elizabeth tells Mary that the fruit of her womb 
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is the Lord. She is the bearer of the Lord! As David 
danced before the ark of the covenant, now the baby 
in Elizabeth’s womb dances before the ark of the new 
covenant.

Mary listens, accepts, and utters her word, a song 
in praise of the merciful God, the immortal Magnifi-
cat. She sings of God’s mercy in her life and, through 
her, in the life of the poor and the oppressed of Israel. 
In her prayer she gives voice again to Sarah, Leah, and 
Judith. In her song we hear Miriam, Deborah, and 
Hannah singing once more. Accepting the revelation 
about her son through Elizabeth, Mary becomes the 
mother of grace and hope for the poor.

By being in communion with the Word, the 
church, like Mary, will be the companion of the poor 
so that they can recover their voice and sing for joy.

3. Then the time for Mary to give birth to her Son 
comes (Luke 2:1-20). They are in Bethlehem, the city 
of David. The Son of the Most High God is born in a 
manger. God sends messengers to tell Mary about her 
Son; they are the lowly shepherds. An angel that ap-
peared to them at their night watch said that a Savior 
who is Messiah and Lord was born in Bethlehem. This 
birth would be news of joy to all the people. Indeed a 
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multitude of heavenly host appeared to them in joyful 
praise of God.

Mary, with Joseph by her side, listens, accepts, 
and responds in silence. What mother would not be 
rendered speechless by such a report about her son? 
Amazed like the rest who hear the story of the shep-
herds, she keeps all these things, “reflecting on them 
in her heart.” The most meaningful word is uttered in 
silence. Gazing upon the baby wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, she nurtures her communion in the Word 
through silence.

By being in communion with the Word, the 
church, like Mary, will gladly listen to the lowly and 
the poor with reverential silence, listening to God 
speaking through them.

4. With Mary’s ritual purification over, it is now 
time to present the Child Jesus in the temple (Luke 
2:22-38). God sends another poor man to utter a word 
about Jesus to Mary and Joseph—Simeon, filled with 
the Holy Spirit. With him is Anna, a poor widow. Like 
the many poor people of Israel, they search for freedom 
and joy in the promised Messiah. They recognize the 
Child. Simeon tells his parents that he is salvation (his 
name is Jesus), “a light for revelation to the Gentiles” 
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and glory for Israel. In this Child the nations of the 
world and Israel will be gathered in communion. But 
he will also be a sign to be contradicted, destined for 
the fall and rise of many in Israel.

Mary and Joseph are amazed at these words. She 
comes to the temple to offer to God no less than what 
God has given her, namely, God’s Son who is her son. 
But the news of joy from Simeon is coupled with the 
disturbing word of contradiction that will not spare 
Mary, for she will be pierced by a sword. What is this 
sword? It is the Word of God, “living and effective, 
sharper than any two-edged sword, penetrating even 
between soul and spirit” (Heb 4:12). The sword is Jesus, 
the Word of God. She is the mother of the One who 
will bear the cross. Mary listens, accepts, and responds 
in amazement. She goes home to Nazareth, where the 
Child grows in wisdom and grace. She nurtures Jesus 
her son, who will bring her both joy and sorrow.

By being in communion with the Word, the 
church, like Mary, will proclaim Jesus in season or 
out of season, whether accepted or rejected, joyful 
with him, sorrowful with him (2 Tim 4:2).

At this point, a shift occurs. From now on, the 
messenger who will speak to Mary about Jesus is Jesus 
himself.
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5. The scene is the annual Passover feast. The fam-
ily joins many pilgrims to Jerusalem. The boy Jesus is 
twelve years old (Luke 2:41-52). After completing their 
duties in the festivities and offering sacrifice, Mary 
and Joseph return to Nazareth but Jesus stays behind, 
unbeknownst to them. After three days of searching, 
they find him in the temple, listening to the teachers 
and asking them questions. Mary asks the boy why he 
did this to her and his father, to which he responds, 
“Why were you looking for me? Did you not know 
that I must be in my Father’s house?” The Mother 
now listens to the stunning word of her Son. “Who 
is this boy?” she must be asking. Maybe thoughts like 
these cross her mind: Sitting with the teachers in his 
Father’s house, Jesus will surely fulfill the Law and 
the Prophets. Seeing the blood of the animals offered 
in his Father’s house, he knows that the sacrifice of a 
pure heart is more pleasing to the Father than burnt 
offerings of animals.

Mary listens and accepts Jesus’ enigmatic word to 
her, even if she does not understand. As before, she 
keeps all these things in her heart. In that immaculate 
heart overflowing with faith she knows that one day 
her Son will disappear again. She knows that her heart 
will be pierced when that day comes. She knows that 
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she will see him again after three days. She knows her 
heart will rejoice on that blessed third day.

By being in communion with the Word, the 
church, like Mary, will look for Jesus among the lost, 
wounded, tired, and abandoned and lead them with 
rejoicing to the Father’s house.

6. Let us now turn to the public ministry of Jesus. 
The wedding at Cana is the site of his first “sign” (John 
2:1-12). Mary tells Jesus that they have run short of 
wine. He utters a word to his mother that unsettles us: 
“Woman, how does your concern affect me? My hour 
has not yet come.” For Jesus, his hour is the moment 
of glorification on the cross, when life that is given up 
produces much fruit unto eternity (John 12:23-26). 
Maybe out of lack of understanding or out of helpless-
ness, Mary listens, accepts, and utters her own words 
to the servers: “Do whatever he tells you.” They obey 
her and Jesus. And the miracle happens. It is the begin-
ning of Jesus’ hour after all. The wine is God’s word 
and wisdom that will flow in abundance at the com-
ing of the Messiah. Mary, who is obedient to her Son’s 
word, now asks the servers to give Jesus full obedience 
as well. In the communion of obedience to the word, 
miracles happen.
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We run out of wine too: the wine of wisdom, 
understanding, insight, energy, and meaning. God 
seems to be unreachable at times. When those mo-
ments come, know that Mary is close by. She sees our 
empty jars. She approaches Jesus for us. If we listen to 
Jesus and do what he tells us, those jars will overflow 
with unbelievably good wine.

By being in communion with the Word, the 
church, like Mary, will be attentive to the emptiness 
experienced by our age and lead people not to us 
but to Jesus, for he alone can make miracles happen 
through his word.

7. According to the gospels, the last time Jesus 
talks to Mary is before he breathes his last on the cross 
(John 19:23-28). Jewish thought teaches that death 
disrupts communion, but not so for Jesus.

On this hour of his glorification, with the four 
pagan soldiers vying for his tunic, and the four women 
and the Beloved Disciple mourning at the foot of his 
cross, he tells his mother, “Woman, behold, your son.” 
Then he says to the disciple, “Behold, your mother.” 
Jesus reveals and creates his mother as the mother of 
the new family of disciples, of “those who hear the 
word of God and act on it” (Luke 8:21). Jesus’ death, 
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freely embraced in communion with God and with 
sinners, does not destroy community but gives birth to 
a new family. By the word of Jesus, Mary becomes the 
mother of both his disciples and the people called to 
believe in him. She responds to Jesus by doing what he 
says—she goes to the home of the Beloved Disciple.

Even now Jesus beholds mothers and fathers who 
lose their children to hunger, diseases, wars, illegal 
drugs, sex tourism, immorality, false philosophies, 
and empty utopias. Jesus tells us to take care of the 
sorrowful mothers and fathers, for they are our parents 
too. He tells us to look after the lost children of the 
world, for they are our daughters and sons too. No 
wound is so great that it could not be healed by love.

By being in communion with the Word, the 
church, like Mary, will be the seed of the new family 
of justice, healing, and peace.

I recall a dark day when I was still a priest serving 
in my home diocese. One morning a young priest, 
thirty-two years of age, was found dead. His body, 
stabbed thirty-two times, was left in a rice field. He 
was a former student of mine. At the wake I walked 
his mother toward the coffin. Upon seeing her lifeless 
son, she shed tears of sorrow and cried out in prayer, 
“My God, you know how heavy my heart was when 
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my son entered the seminary. But you prevailed. So 
I surrendered him to you. Now you took him again 
from me. If it is your wish, then I give him totally 
to you. He is all yours.” I could not believe what I 
was hearing. A few days later, in a forum on justice 
that we attended, someone asked her, “What would 
you do if the killer of your son is presented to you?” 
I thought it was an insensitive question, but before I 
could stop her, she already responded, “Dear police, 
do not hesitate to bring my son’s killer to me. Do not 
fear. I will not hurt him. I just want to know why he 
did it. I will observe the dictates of justice but deep in 
my heart, I will forgive, for Jesus tells me to forgive. 
My love might help make the killer a better person.” 
Once again, I could not believe what was happening. 
But I know we were again at the foot of the cross and 
hearing the same words, “Woman, behold, your son. 
Son, behold, your mother.” Those days were followed 
by many more weeks of listening to the stories of the 
priest’s mother about her son and her family, stories 
that I would hear for the first time. I could not help 
but think then that I have come to know the priest 
much better now that he is gone but made more viv-
idly present by his mother’s stories.
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8. I believe this also happened to Mary and her new 
family. After Jesus’ ascension into heaven, the extended 
family of disciples with Mary went to the Upper 
Room to await the promised Holy Spirit, who would 
remind us about Jesus (Acts 1:13-14). I would like to 
think that with the help of the same Spirit that over-
shadowed her at the annunciation, Mary could now 
understand better the things about Jesus that she had 
kept in her heart. Now she could proclaim her stories 
to her new sons and daughters: what she has heard, 
seen with her eyes, looked upon, and touched with 
her hands concerning her Son, the Word of life. She 
must have ended every story by saying, “Do whatever 
he tells you.” Like Mary, go and tell the good news 
of Jesus to the ends of the earth. And do whatever he 
tells you. Amen.

— delivered on June 16, 2012, at
the 50th International Eucharistic
Congress in Dublin, Ireland


